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"SPEECH OF ME. HAY WOOD,

~ OF NORTH CAROLINA,
In the Senate, on the 4th and 5th March, 1846.

The Joint Resolution for giving the nolice to ter-
minate the convention between the United States
and Great Britain relative to the Oregon Ter-
ritory, being under consideration—

Mr. Havywoop addressed the Scnate as fol-
lows:

Mr. PresipenT: The subject before the Sen-
ate is an important one. Viewed in connexion
with the topics that have been brought into the
discussion of i, it is one of momentous intcrest;
and I confess that its magnilude oppresses me.
My want of expericnce in poliucal affairs natural-
ly made me reluciant to enter n'o il as a speaker,

he
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THE CONSTITUTION AND THE UNION OF PHE STATES--THEY “MUST BE PRESERVED.”

to do that. Tt being indispensable to apply to
Congress for a law to give the notice, was it not
both proper and necessary lo communicate to
Congress everything that had taken place in the
negotiation, as far as it had progressed when the
President made his rccommendation ?

The case is a peculiar one ; but that peculiarity
did not arise out of anything that this Adminis-
tration has done, but altogether from the conven-
tion it is desired to abrogate, and the limited consti-
tutional power of the American Executive. Look
to the Message itself, and you see nothing in it
either more or less than what the President was,
in a great degree, obliged to disclose to the legis-
lative department under the peculiar circumstan-
ces of the subject. T'hat Congress might deter-
mine this question of notice, they must know the
state and condition of the negotiation. They
would know that best by sending up all the cor-
respondence ; and in order that they might see and
judge for themselves, the President communicated

‘1o Congress the whole correspondence which had

taken place. He has done no more, and he is
responsible for nothing more. )

Had he any right to suppose that this would be
made the foundation for violent invective and ir-
regular discussions, and for all the propositions

any such consequences, would that have author-
ized him to withhold the rccommendation of a
measure of legislation which he deemed to be es-

may have supposed to be important to the peace
of the country? Upon making such a recom-
mendation, how could he conceal the information

ing it? Had he any means of foreseeing that
this simple act of necessary duty on the part of
the Executive would be perverted into an occasion
for debating, not the question of notice or no no-
tice, which properly belongs to the Legislative de-

when 1 must neeessarily feel, in addition to the
high responsibilities of the occasion itself, the

seniors in age and in political knowledge.

partment, but also our negotiations with Great

; | Britain, when her Minister 1s in the city and even
embarrassment of addressing those who are my lin the lobby of the Capitol, :
€- | lions and our grievances, rcal or supposed, with tion he occupices.

and our foreign rela-

that have followed it? If he had apprehended |

sential to the interest of the nation, und which he|

that was necessary to aid Congress in consider- |
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not, that our nation is al.vays overreached, cheat-
ed, and disgraced. Bat why do this, if at all,
long after a treaty has been solemnly ratified by a
vote of 39 109! in the American Senate? Let
not Senators give their aid to it, I say, as we love
one another or the country. I utter no complaints
against the speech itself of my honorable friend
from Missouri, [Mr. Benton] Like everything
else that comes from him here, it was eloguent.
It was in season and at the right time when he
made it. The occasion which called it forth has
now passcd, and along with it the strong excite-
ments under which the speech was made. The
consiitutional authorities of the Government over-
ruled his objections, and it is no disparagement to
the fame of the speech or of that Senator to be-
lieve that his noble and generous heart would be
able to see now (and his manly character would
let him own it} that there was quite enongh of in-
vective and suspicion in the speech when it was
'inade. I know not how he ferls under its repeti-
tion, with or without notes, but I have admired
the patience of Senators implicated by denuncia-
tions about the Washington treaty, and wondered
how they could silently endure it. Certainly,
when such things are introduced kere, they are in
exceeding bad taste, and very like what a venerat-
ed friend of mine used to call the dullest thing in
'the world to listen at—* old psalms sung over dead
horses” Out of the Senate, it is the game by
which great men of this nation are to be killed
off, and more room left for exalling litile men to
' big offices.

But, Mr. President, let all this be as it may, and
Iet it be right or wrong in the President to have
'sent his Message, and the informatien in it, to the
| Congress of the United States: he has done it—
‘the act is past recall. The subject is before the
i Senate, and with all its embarrassments, it has be-
;come necessary for the Senate to act upon it, and,
in my judgwent, the scon r we do that, the bet-
“ter for the country.

In order toact aright we must look tothe Presi-
dent's Message, and see for ourselves what posi-
I agree entirely with some oth-

sides, I have thought that a silent vote, could it|q1) 1 he kingdoms of the carth, which legitimately | er Senators that we cannot take our position upon

have been obtained, would be much more impos- |

belong to the Executive department? DPerhaps,

this question of the notice until we see the pnsi-

ing. But the occurrences of the last few weeks he felia strong reliance upon the prudence, mo- tion of the President. Sce it. 1 mean, with a rea.
have left me no choice. Silcnce would now be a | geration, and wisdom of Congress—the assembled ' sonable certainty ; as positive certainty cannot be
compromise with my conscience and my duty to | Representatives of the people and the States—and arrived at, and cannot be expected. 1f he means

the country, and I must speak.

me some time, but I throw myself upon the pa- p./ deliberate and then act.
that, upon u question of this kind, the necessity
‘ ' 1 board (5o ;

shall be opened sincerely, at this the council board | o was put under to disclose what was done by |
of our common country; [ have no actions of the ' he Fixecniive before he had terminated negotia- | |
past to explain, and no aspirations for the future(jone would hardly bc made a pretext for snatch- | of his owwn mind upon gucstions to arise
to restrain me; and if God gives me strength and ! ing negotiations out of his hands, which he did  ther progress of such a nrgotiation.

tience of the Senate, with a pledge that my heart

Perhaps he thought

It will take | poned that they would in such a case talk less, to negotiate for a compromise, or if there be a

pending negoliation, it would be unwise, unpre-
'ecdented, and indelicate, for the President, either
himself directly, or indircetly through another
person, to declare beforehand any determination
in the fur-
1 shall, in

utterance for the work, I will do my whole duty ' 1o/ recommend, instend of enacting a law to arm  justice to him, have occision to point out to the

according to my poor ability.

I'he President of the United States,
thorized by the Constitution to make, but not to
unmake treatics, has a negotiation on foot which
was commenced or opened before his term of of-
fice began. The object of it has been to fix a line
of division by compromise between the United
States and Great Britain, and thercby to adjust the
conflicting claims of the two Governmen's to the

The events of
the last few wecks speak for themselves.  Believ-
ing that, so far as the President has been concern-
¢d, the British Government has got an advantage
‘of us, 1 confess [ did feel mortified in reading the
‘news by the last steamer at the nccessity of con-
ceding to the debates of the British Parliament a

. 'him with a notice that he did recommend. Howiscnnte hereafter how I think this ;i!encc-—lhis
who is au- ' he was mistaken, if he did so feel and so think, | necessary silence—provesalmost of itself that his
‘need not be said to this Scnate.

“ thoughts are turned on peace.”
i But what is the position of the President in this
'negotiation? About it there would be less doubt
"if there had been less cffort to assign the Presi-
‘dent an extreme position, and a fulse position.
| What say the “records?” Where does he stand ?

"minate the convention of 1827. :

- We must see belore we fling bim the natice totes-
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1, 1846.

tots of my party, that the President did right, ex-
aclly right, in continuing this negotiation for a
compromise which he found on foot, and in re-
newing the offer of 49 deg. as a line of compro-
mise. And in reply to them further, [ say that
he ought not, and my conviclions are as strong
as death itself that he cannot, will not, disgrace
himself and his Administration by refusing hAis
own offer, should it be returned upon kim—refus-
ing, 1 mean, to enfertain it; vepulsing it, and
rashlfy putting a final termination to his negotia-
tion for a peaceful compromise; and madly fere-
ing his country into a war, without even consult-
ing his constitutional adviters, the Senate; who
are this day assembled. Yet that is said of him
day afier day in this Senate. A war for what?
Why, Mr. President, a war between two great
Christian nations upon the meaning of the word
settlements in the Nootka convention! A war,
perbaps. of twenty years, to determine which of
these Christian Governments shall enjoy the
privilege of cheating the poor Indians out of the
argest portion of Oregon. No, sir; no sir. The
President will not do that. As he loves his coun-
try.and values his own fame, he dare not think of it.

But 1 have said the President did right in of-
fering a compromise of this controversy. Other
friends of this Administration have said he did
wrong, particulatly the Senators from Ohio, [Mr.
Allen.] Indiana, [Mr. Hannegan,] and Illinois,
[Mr. Breese.] Friends and enemies, (if he has
an enemy here,) will you hear another fiiend in
his defence? It is a serious charge, if it be true,
What are the facts? Let him be tried by these,
and there can be no doubt of the decision. Hear
them.

He found it in our own history a fact, an unde-
niable fact, that, so long ago as forty years, in ne-
gotiations between this Government and Great
Britain, the United States had mamtained and as-
serted that the frue line of our nationul rights,
west of the Stony mountains, was at the 49th par-
allel on the nointh, in virtue of the treaty of
Utrceht, and of our treaty with France in 1803.
He found that it was urged by our Government
upon the opposite party as a facl, too, that com-
missioners had been appointed to designate the
line west of the Stony mountains, constituting the
south boundary of Great Biiwin and the north
boundary of France, who sold us Louisiana; and
that that line had been settled at 49 deg.; and

—

us and Great Britain.
the days of Jefferson and his compatriots,

being “ British !
Amcrican Government had proposed this same

mean, not in all its details.)

vention for what we call a joint occupancy of the
bwhole territory, entercd into, 1 believe, by our re-

got. That correspondence also was laid before
the Scnate along with the convention of 1827,
where, in despite of the opposition of my honor-
able friend from Missouri, [Mr. Benton,) and in
defiance of his predictions, the convention was
approved by a vote of ayes 31, noes 7.

The “ British” party seems to have been still
a stropg party in the American Senate]! The
names of some of them stood high on the rolls of
Democracy, and some are now in high places.
L will nottax the patience of the Senate by read-
ing them over.

He found that, under the Administrations suc-
ceeding the ratification of this convention—all of
them—Adam's, Jackson’s, Van Buren’s, Harri-
son’s, and Tyler's, too—we made no complaint
of Great Britain aboui Oregon, and sounded no
alarm to the peopleto prepare for a repudiation of
our own offers to compromise “an inch” below
54 deg 40 mia.; but quiet'y submitted 1o let things
remain as they were, until October, 1843, when
the Message informs us that our Minister in Lon-
don was authorized to make an offer of compro-
mise similar to those made by wus in 1817 and
1827 ; in other words, to renew our offer of the
compromise line of 49deg. Thus stood the gurs-
tion when the negotiation was transferred to
Washington. Here [ beg the Senate to observe
that Mr. Tyler's Message, in December, 1843, in-
formed Congress that “ihe negotiations for an
adjustment and scttlement had again been pro-
posed, and were in progress to a resumption.”
Yes, proposed by us; and the President said that
“every proper expedient would be resorted to for
the purpose of bringing it to a speedy and happy |
termination.”  And again, by his Message to
Congress, in December, 1844, he said, “ A ne-!
¢ gotiation has been formally entered upon be-
‘tween the Srerctary of State and her Britannic |
¢ Mojr sty’s Minister, &e., residing at Washington, |
“relative to the 7ights of their respective nations
‘in and over the Oregon territory. That nego- |
‘tintion is still pending.” This, too, afier M. |
Polk’s election—afier the Baltimore Convention !
of 1844. But nowhere could the President find |
that any of the “ true frirnds of Oregon” had re- |
corded their opposition to it by their voTes 1IN
coNgRrREss. If he did, it is more than 1 can find.
The Senators from Obhio, Indiana, and [llinois,

this fuct was assumed as the basis of very impor- !Smatc did not advise nor prolest against nrgotia-
lant nl"golln!lons at lhnl uume in pfogf‘sss bf'l“’l'(’n ‘tion when it wWHs Unly “i" progress o n r(.aulnp_
He knew that this was in | tion,” nor had Senators brought themselves up to

Nobody, I believe, ever suspected Jefferson of late as two years a

‘Senators at the time. No, Mr. Prsident; the

[the point, so far as I know, of ¢nly moving, so

|opportunity for it, to stop the negotiation itself,

He found that, in subsequent cffurts to adjust which bas now become so unconstitutional and o
this long-pending controversy, to wit, in 1817, the ;dishonorable to the nation.

But again: He found that these persevering

compromise line at 49 deg., (substantially, I eflortsto fix our northern boundary in Oregon at'
And although our the forty-ninth parallel by a compromisc—l-:-them
Ministers were instructed to insist upon it, they  well-considercd instructions to our Ministers, and
were unable to get the consent of Great Biitain ; ofien-repeated propositionz to the adverse claimants
and that negotiation finally terminated in a con- | for n compromise—made before Spain had relras-

;cd her rights, and repeated afterwards—were long

since.exposed to the public eye; and that neither

[Messrs. Allen, Hannegan, and Bicese.] were all !

go, whilst there was time and
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The question, then, iz not, and was not, a  new
one to this Administration.” The sovereignty of
a nation—the People themselves, have not a right
to po, much less 10 couMAND another to do a dis-
honorable act—1I mean an act sishoriorable to the
Nation in Her intercodise with other nations, All
power rests with the sovercign authority; but in
a Constitutional government like ours, even the
People may bind themselves against doing wrong,
If they would set about taking off that shackle,
they mast revolutionize and strike at the Consti-
tution. Alter that, if they choose; but even the
People have no right to do wrong to other na-
tions, ahd leave the Constitution as il is. I horor
that statesman who c¢nn go whither the honor of
his country carrics him, forgetful of hitngelf and
his personal convenienice, or the consistency of
his miere opinion. Mad Mr. Polk reprated his
opinion ‘of our “clear and unquestionable ”’ title
for an Amen to his daily prayers for years and
years together, it would still have been the duty
of the PRESIDENT 1o g6 to the lifie of 49 deg. ns
a cornpromise, if he believed, as he says he did,
that his country was “committed,” and the honor
and faith of the pation bade him go there. Itis
still hisduty to do it, if he sincerely belirees what
he says.  Talk what you may of the Prople—
flatter them as you please—yct in #pite of all the
one-sided arguments upon our {fitle to Oregon,
and the unfnirness of precloding a debate upon it
here by the clamor of “ British’ against every
one that doubts it for an inch—orily lit this ques-
tion go to the People of the tJnhrd‘Slnws, wheth-
er the honor of the nation is not dearcr than
“every inch” of Oregon oh the other side of 49—
let the people hear and understand the motives
and the policy and the hounorable necessity und ¢
which the President has acted, and from the moun-
tain valleys of the Wrst to the shores of the At
fantic, thcy will respond that the Presidem hus
done right—the honor of our country before eve.
rything else! If honesty and patriotizn did not
sustain the Pregident, prodince and peace weuld
lend their aid; and all the world woull sce 1hat
a war for the who!e of Oregon, whest we are offr
gclves divided in opinion npon the question of
right to the whole of it,and the Chief Magistraty
bimsell believed ghat it was not bonorable 10 go
for our extreme right, would be madness. How
could we pray God to bless us and 1o aid ot

jarms in such a corflict?

i But Senators, who are rlyibg tipon the Prosi.
tdent’s Flessage 1o Congress vs a declaration of
 hostility to fuither negotiation and the pledge of &
‘determination on his pait nct to settle this contro-
:\'ersy at all by a pacific compromize, everd if his
jown offer shotld be retnrned upon Lim, may find
(themsclves disappointed. I warn them that they
have been deceiving themselves by their own mis-
Cinterpretation.  Ever if there could be-found in
the *reecord” (as the Senator from Ohio has call-

ed his Message) a line or a sentence 4o, ]
the hopes of some Senators or to rxci%b
picious of othere, I hope to dissipote them g
a review of his acts and omissions, und of
words of that Presidential # record.” r

! : For 1 un.
dertake to say, that if there be truth in logie, faith

~desider] superiority aver those of oureclves in their: .
dignity and moderation ; and it would be quite al First, we all know that the President—whose

satisfaction to me to get news by the next packet 'nssent is indispensable— will not agree to an ar-

territory lying west of the Stony mountains, com-
monly called UREGUN. 1 assume fur the pres-
ent—hereafier I will demonstrate—-that i the

quest, and certainly done with our consent, which {ihe People’s Represcntatives in Congrees, nor the in (he mtegrity and virtue of public agems, nnd
‘l*:onvcnno:r};‘-as lo continue for ten years, émd no  Statcs, nor the Prople themselves, had complained | meaning in English words, it e 11 be d:mun’llrut
onger. /as § y 'againg esi . S 3 | Jaeatit i ’

Ser il convention was sent to the Scnate, fagainst the Presidents, and Statesmen, and Sena-!vd from the course of the Administation, from

view of our President, as well as the Biitish Min-
ister, the negotiation is still a pending one. The
assmmplion is warranted by every incident of the
subject in this country and in Great Britain, ex-
cept the absurd conclusion and unauthorized con-
structions given by some of my own party frieads
to the message of the President. And it is con-

of an outrageous debate in the British Parliament ;
at least sufficient to put us even with them on that
score. I cannot help wishing it may be so.

|  [Some Senator: “’Tis likely you'll be grat-
Cified.”)

! But surely the fault is not altogether thatof the
 President.  Had he known ever so well that his

'bitration. 1 do not stop to defend or to accuse
him for this; it belongs to some other occasion.
{1f, in the Providence of Ged, this Oregon con-
troversy should terminate in a conflict, the respon-
!sihilily of having rejected arbitration will be a
But the

fearful one, and he will have to meet it
The Sen-

' responsibility has been taken by him.

firmed beyound all fair doubt by the silence of the | rpcommendation to legislate, if Congress saw fit, ‘ate, therefore, must now proceed upon it asa fact,
President upon that point, when, if the negolia-sq a5 10 help his progress in negoliation, would a * fixed fact,”” that arbitration is out of the ques-

tion had lerminated, Executive silence would be
unpardonable—the more especially as his juris-
diction over the subject will cease the moment
negotiation ends. ‘The negotiation once closed,
concluded, put an end to, by the Executive, and
all the remaining questions about OREGON
will become forthwith subjects of legislation by
Congress exclusively. . -

But to procecd, Atthe meeting of Congress in
December, the negotiators of the two Governments
had been unable to agree upon a compromise of
their conflicting claims, and the President, believ-
ing that, under the cxisling convention of 1827,
the United States cannot “ rightfully assert or ex-
ercise exclusive jurisdiction over ANY PORTION
of the territory 7 without giving a year’s notice,
declared 1o Congress that, in his judgment, it
would be proper to give the notice; and thereup-
on by his Message he recommendud that provis
ion be made by law for giving it accordingly, and
terminating © in this manner " the convention of
the 6th August, 1827. Thisthen isthe question:
What shall we do? .

The Message of the President was accompani-
ed by a copy of all the coriespondence which had
taken place in the negotiation; and we have sab.
sequently been furnished, by our request, with
such further correspondence as had taken place
in it up to February, 1846. In the meanwhile,
various propositions in the Senate, emanating from
individual Senators, but not from the Ezccutive,
have been offercd and proposed ; and it is true, as
some honorable Senator said the other day, that
we have exhibited the singular spcctacle in this
Capitol of a discussion by Congress with open
doors of nearly all the foreign affairs of the na-
tion, and more cspecially of our affairs with Great
Britain upon this very subject of Oregon territory,
although, at the same time, negotiations have
been going on at the Exccutive department with
the British Minister; and it was rather intimated
than charged, that the President was to blame for
it. Now, in the spirit of kindness which charac-
terized this complaint, suffer me, a friend of the
Administration, to answer why 1 do not concur
in it, and how I suppose the sending of this cor-
respondence here may be vindicated. )

The President, believing that the convention
of 1827 had better be abrogated, we know that he
could do that in either one of two ways, bal in no
other. Either he must get an agreement with
Great Britain to abrogate it by mufuel consent,
and then Congress need not be applied to at all; or
he must get the mandate of a law authorizing him
to give a year's notice. The firt mode was not
attempted.

T'he other manner of doing il is by a law of
this Government ; and the President recommend-
ed to Congress—Congrese alone being competent
to enact it—that provision be made for giving the
notice accordingly, and for terminating, “in lhis
manner,” the convention of 1827. Can it be
gaid that the President erred in choosing *this
manner” of terminating the convention, it being
the only mode by which that object conld be le-
gitimately accomplished without closing his nego-
tiations for a compromise? The complaint
againgt the Message implies he had no intention

be misconstrucd into an invitatiou for all sorts of
interference by Congress with the more appropri-
ate daties of the Executive, he would hardly have
been justified by it to omitall or any one thing
which he has done. He has, as I understand his

dared not do lvss. -
this an excuse, for the President, if they do not

find in it a jostification, for his Message to Con-

British Minister. 'That the President sent this
Message to Congress might be excuscd indeed for
other reasons, without a heavy tax upon our chari-
ty. He was bound to presume that Congress are
wise and prudent legislators , that they would say
nothing to embarrass negotiations unless Congress
really wished to defeal negotiation ; and even in
that case, he may have thought that, as by the
Constitution treaty-making belonged to the Presi-
dent under the advice of the Senate, hiz own
“ friends,” without any recommendation from him,
would long ago have proposed and voted directly
“that the President shall be ApviseEDp by the Se~-
ATE that he is mistaken in supposing the nation
committed itseif to any compromise, and that the
negotiation upon that basis ought to be concluded,
if that indeed be the decision of the people.” That
would be DOING something.

I do not affirm that the President thought all
this, orany of it. Yet another thing has struck
my own mind with some force, and possibly it
might not have been without its influence upon
the President. When he came into office, he de-
clared his belicf that our title to Oregon was
“clear and unquestionable.”” In prosecutingthe
negotiation, he found it to be his duty to offer a
line of compromise at 49, and to give up James
K. Polk’s opinion to the President’s obligation to
preserve national honor. From some cause or
other the public mind has been pre-occupied with
the belief that this offer had not been made by
him. But as it had been made, the President
might have felt, and probably he did feel, a soli-
citude at the meeting of Congress totell the whole
—1o let out the secret—and to prevent, if he could,
clamors or calumny upon the subject. Had the
President dreaded the same clamors, and sought
to avoid, by such a disclosure, denunciations like
those which have been unceasingly poured out
upon the heads of the great men who negotiated
and voted for the Washington treaty, I am sure
the Senate would not blame him much for it—not
rery much. That Washington treaty seems to
have become a favorite hobby. Perhaps it is to
be kept agoing until it can get company. It may
be that the President did not wish to furnish the
companion for it by keeping bis “friends™ unap-
prized of the important fact that he had offi:red a
compromise. I should not wonder at it, il he did
not. As it is, that thunder will all be spoiled, as
far as concealment goes. L

I have seldom heard a discussion, Mr. Presi-
‘dent, about our territorial rights in any guarter,
'that BENToON's speech against WEBSTER'S treaty
was not re-produced. A new edition of an old
'speech, abridged to be sure, but not improved.
Our politicians scem determined to eonvince the
,world abroad, and the people at home, whether or

I hope Scnutors will see in a!li

gress communicaling the correspondence with the |

‘tion. We cannot help it if we would, and I owe
it to candor to say, that I would not if I could.

| Well, then, we have seen in his Message that
| Great Britain made an offer of compromise, which
' was rejected by the American Government, in

proposilion to us cannot be entertained by him,
but that it is “wholly madmissible.” So far there
i8 no difficulty. Everything is plain and dircct-
ly to the point, as it ought 1o be.

Next, we are informed by the Message that the
President himself made an offer to Great Britain
by which the territory of Oregon between the
parallels of 42 deg. and 54 deg. 40 min. wae pro-
posed to be divided by @ compromise on lhe line of
49 deg., and that the British Minister rejected it
without submitting any other proposition, &e. This
offer of our President was made on 12th of July,
1845—rcfusced on the 29th of the same month.
But on the 30th Angust, 1845, the President
withdrew his rejecled proposition, and reasserted,
by his letter to th2 Briush Minister, our ¢laim and
title to the whole of Oregon—which letler has not
been answered !

The President does not say that the negotiation
has been abandoned, nor that it will be concluddd
by him without waiting o receive another offer.
No such thing. He does not inform Congress
that he will or will not renew, or that he will or
will not entertain, his own ofler, which he adopt-
ed as that of the nation, for a conpromise. I re-
peat, that it was, under the circumslances, impos-
sible for him to do that, provided he considered
compromise still ADMISSIBLE. But he docs
say that he has receded, notwithstanding his opin-
ion as (o title, to the line of 49 deg. as a compro-
mase, and his reasens for it are given—reasons
quite as conclusive in favor of accepting the offcr
now as they were for making it last year! And
as I understand the President’s position, he stands
this day upon that line of 49 deg. as a compromise,
if COMPROMISE isto be bad. Once for all,
let me explain, that when I have spoken or shall
hereafier speak of the “compromise line of 49
deg.,” I do by no means intend to be understood
literally. But I mean that line in substance—
not “ every inch ”"—I inean the same compromise
substantially which this Government has fre-
quently offered without regard to slight varia-
tions ; which may be left for settlement by “eqniv-
alents.” [ do not measure my own or other peo-
ple’s patriotism by the “inch.” T shall not re-
cognise that measurement in deciding upon the
merits of the Administration or the wisdom of a
tfeaty—not at all, at all.

Mr. President, I disavow any authority to speak
FOR the President. I have alrendy said ghat
he could not speak for himself,_nor anthorisd¥n-
other to speak for him, o long as negotiation was
pending, or not concluded. Ohl I wish it were
o that he could speak ont Bat I must be al-
lowed to speak for mysell since the Administra-
tion has been so perseveringly put where I ought
not to stand by it; and will dare to speak 7o the
President, and of the President and his Messages,
from my station vpon this floor, as I judge him
and them. And I say, 1n answer to certain Sena-

with all the correspondence, and it was ratified tors, who had been endeavoring to accomplish a
and approved by a vote of ayes, 38; noes, nune—  compromise at 49 deg. for nearly half a centary.

its acts of commission and acts of omission. and

all “ British!™"

wmins.

the language of this % record,” that the Piesidem

No, sir.  Uutil very rccently, indeed, the com-!will not, as he ought not to, repel and refimse (&

vision between us and the European Governmtnts orials, when sent at all, were applications to scitle
claiming territorial rights west of the Stony mcun- and adjust the controversy; aund our effuits to leg-

Well mignt the President pause, then, notwith-

|cy towards Spain, whom we did not wish to offend tionable,” ere he took the responsibility, in view

Russia.

fricnds ought to go for it all back again, accord-
ing to their doctrines, and perhaps England, with
Russia to help her, would favor us with a fight,

54 deg. 40 min. and 61 deg. unto Russia. (What

and refused |
at the thought of ceding an inch!]
with Russia, which, in the view of Senators, so
dishonorably and unconstitutionally dismembered
the national domain, (for the benefit of crowned
hends too |) was submitted to the American Senate
and, with a full knowledge of the correspondence,
the Senate approved it all, by a vote of ayes, 41!
no, 1!

[*Who was t 7" exclaimed several voices.
“ Where was he from ?"']

Ans. Rhode Island.

“ British,” save one!

In passing, the Senate will suffer me to say
that this treaty with Russia was made within the
very year succeeding the famous declaration of
President Monroe's Message against new Enro-
pean colonies on this continent! Made by him.
Itisof itself a contemporancous copstruction of
the meaning attached to that declaration.  Auen-
tion is due to the names of the vorTY-0NE Sena-
tors who approved of it! There are illustrious
names in that list ; but I have not time to 2o into
such details; and if [ had, the Senate would hard
ly have patience to hear me through.

The President further fonnd that onr importu-
nity to fix upon the line of 49 deg. asa compro-
mise was again manifesied assoon as the conven-
tion of 1818 was likely toexpire; and that, in
the correspoudence preceding that identical con-
venlion of 1827, which it is our prezent wish to
abrogate by a notice, the American Minister was
instructed to adjust the controversy at this same
line of 49 deg.; and the convention was made
only because that compromise line could not be

Hie name D Wolf, All

|
|

and that's something.] In our negotiation of that not.
'con.vemmn with Russia, and in our altemp!s to ne- ed how well he merits the office hig country has| mouth to fis Souniér; all English forts |—to recol-
goliate at that time \'vuh Great Britain, the Ameri- i:lppmm.t-d_ him to fill. God grant he may stand | loct that Great Biitain has held posscesion there
can Government yiclded up her clauns between | firm to his position!

an constitutional and disgraceflul dismemberment 1) or?
And the same old compromise line, substantially : lions must be felt, and arc not a topic for argu-' futl r

that which the Presidm[:l re-offered in 1843, wa}; ment and drba{; in an American Se:I::ulo. Y L, e SouNpadd I b B o
tendered to Great Britain and declined—urged | imperfectly gronped the facts from onr own his-
[How onc’s American blood boils tory.
The treaty | Appealing to their Aearts as monitors, I ask wheth-
‘er 1 was not justified in asserting that the Presi-

Message, but done his duty, and no more, and he| Angust, 1844, and the President lms_inﬁm.n_ml by setting up our claims prematurely,) finally ac- fr:fnll this, of abruptly pulting a stop to the nego- |
Congress plainly and distinctly that this British [ ceded to a proposul of opening negotiations with tiation which he found on foot, as 1t had been be-

of this country to preserve the personal consisten-
cy of himself—a single man! A mere porITI
c1aN might have halted, but a sTaTESMAN could
He lifted himsell above hinsclf, and show-

And what “commits” a Nation but its hon-
Honor! National honor! But its obliga-

Senatars must dotermine for themeselves,

dent did right in offering the line of 49 deg. ds @
compromise, becanse the Nation was thus com-
mitted to it by the past.

But the Senator from lllinois [Mr. Breege] has
said, the question was “a new one so far as it con-
cerncd the President,” becanse ke had a clear
opinion that our title was good, and gave that

think that the Baltimore Convention of the Demo-
cratic party had resolved this matter out of the
general rule and made it a mew one to this
Administration. Strange proposition! Passing
suange! Of the Baltimore Convention [ shall
speak hereafter. And now asto Mr. Polls opin-
ion upon our title. However clear and whenso-
ever entertained or expressed, let me say that Mr.
Polk’s opinion, nor the opinions of the Baltimore
Convention, nor those of the People themselves,
upon the title to Oregon, touch this question. All
that, has just nothing at all to do with it. I the
character, and sincerity, and fiith, and honor of
the Nation, were commilted to a compromise be-
fore Mr. Polk was elected, they remained so, not-
withstanding his election, and notwithstanding his
opinion, or anyhody’s opinion, upon our title.
The men who become Presidents of the Re-
public are always changing; they live and die,
but the Republic is the same at all times; and
once committed by the puoblic faith and honor to
po Or NOT To Po, even the People cannot relense
the obligation by anything shost of Revolotion,

if they could by such an ezireme measure as that,

I have|

opinion before his nemination ; and he seems to |

He found that this convention was not satisfac- | plaints, when madeat all, were aimed at Greal  guteriain an offir from the British Ministor for .
tory ; but the Government of the United States Britain for refusing to accept this reasonable and ' compromise, substantially the same that he hirm-

rew anxi : ] i di-  jus ; i i M- : .
grew anxious to scitle and adjust the line of di- just compromise of our conflicting claims. Mem~'s¢if has herttolore proposed ¢ and that whiist the

 Scnate are in session, he could not think of such
‘a thing without their advice. . For he musi know;

Russia and Great Britain both asserted islute over the subject were confined to the val-i e do konow (hat n constitdiional mnjority of
rights there,  Russia furnished pretty strong signs ley of the Columbia river—this side of 49 deg. 'that body would prefer n compromise .ljih ‘;

of the Emperor's intention to maintain hers a- | | oL P Hor. ‘the 'Tin
gainst all the world. The American Gevein- standing his own individual opinion that our tile ' ,f 54 deg. 40 min
' ment, (after a long delay, growing oul of our poli- to the whole of Oregon was “clrar and unques- | ' ‘

'of 49 deg. to an *finevitable war ™ for the line

Upon this subject of a war, suffer me 0 sy =
word before T proceed to this demonstration,
| 'T'o diprecate war, as a caluniity, by any labor-
(ed remarks in the ninctecfith €entury, and in an

Russia and C_}reat Brimiq about 1824, fpr a line g'un'by his immediate .prcdrcfssur upon a nego- American Senate, would be n tregpass upon your
of compromise. Our Ministers were instructed | tiation for a compromise. ‘Well might he feel time, and 1 fear an insult to your understanding,
to get this line adjusted upon a compromise with | that the NaTioN was committed to a compromise. | But it has been thought that Great Britnin will
both nations at the 49h pnm_lle.i, and. we hnpt'q at | Well might he dread that, for him to pat his per- not fight for Oregon; and the Senator from Il
one time o unite Grral' B_m:nu with us agqn_zst ,sonal opinion upon the strtng!h of our paper title, linois, [Mr. Brecse] speaking for the  free fricnds
Pul. Great Britain, although a ¢ joint however clear and unqﬂm-suonnblv,” agaiost all
occupant” with us, managed I:ier diplomacy bet- thyse sclemn acts t_)f the Government, and against ‘only use of any negotiation about this maiter, (and
ter than that, and after the United States had a_-Jllns concurrentaction and acquicscence of all our that he docs allow of J is, 10 ket her get time to
greed with I{I;I'SSIFI to abondon all our rlghrls, viz: Presidents from Jufferson inclusive, and of allour  quit, so as to avoil being kicked oim of the posses-

not to settle™ north of the pnrnll:-l of 54 deg. 'Slilliflnl'ﬂ, and of all our Senators, (except Mr. 'sion all the way up to 54 deg 40 mia, Theso
40 min. his Majesty the King of England, &ec., D Woll) aud of all our People and their Rep- |are not Iris woids, but this is hardly a carieaturn
lnadq a separate trealy with the Emperor of | resentatives for two generations—constitating, as | of the impression they made opon the minds of
Russia, and took to himselfl a large share of what it were, a NaTioN's oPiNtoN—would be sacri.| his hearers.
we had surrendered! [Our 54 deg. 40 min. |ficing the faith, consistency, sincerity, and honor | question of which country has the hest title abova

of Oregon,” would almost seem (o thiuk that the

Now, without going at all into the

|the line of 49 drg . let me ask the Semnte to Jook
{ at the map of Oregon printed by your order. T
cast your eycs over it above the 49th parallel—to
{see Fiezei's river occupied and fortifird from fis

for forty years and more!—to bear in mind that
an Ameriexty settler's foot (so fir as [ know) ner-
Ler trod that soil ! —not to forget that we have becn

'lo Great Britain to compromise for all below Fra-
zer's river [—then to turn to the Sixth protocol of
the negotiation this day pending and undetermin-

Ind, and there read what the British Minister eaid,

|to wit, on the 24th of September, 1844 : “ He was

i ‘ fur the present obliged to declare that he did not

\* feel aulhorized to ENTER INTO A DISCUSBION

‘respecting the terrilory north of the 49tk paral-

tlel of latitude™-—ay, not anthorized to piscures

the British cluime on this Frazer's yiver 1 —and
then tell me if national pride, national honor, and

i every consideration that can stimulate a nation 1o
war, would not compel Great Britain to resist,
should our Government undertake to dislodge
her scuitlements there, alter first ruds Iy terminating

the negotiation, and boldly declaring that compro-
mise is inadmissible—yes, even our owa offir, for
two generations, out of the question—* All or

none "—* T'he whole or a fight” In such a

case, Great Britain must fight; she onght 10 fight;

and she would fight. If the Binator will permit
me to suppose him an Englishman, 1o him I put
the gnestion, then: Were you an Englishman,
would not you resist; wounld you not fight? And
if you would fight were you an Englisiman,
what, being an American Stalesman, have you
done with the golden rule—what with the Jiek-
son rule—whiist you are thus « demanding what

ie not right 7"

I propose now to call the attention of the 8ca-
ate to the acts of the Prerident haviag an im-
mediate connexion with the inquiry of what is
his ppsition. -

His acts of commission: What are they?
Look to the “records” and see. Therein yoo
find that he himzelf off-rid the line of 49 deg.
a3 a compromise last August, He made that of




